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collaborative projects with Israelis. We learned of his desire to enter into a collaborative arrangement with the 
Center for Restorative Justice & Peacemaking at the University of Minnesota, to further his efforts to broaden 
the impact of mediation and conflict resolution among Palestinians.  

During my trip, I was able to spend an evening at the home of my friend who is a Palestinian elder and leader, 
as well as a Christian and a citizen of Israel. He spoke with passion and love for his people and the Israeli 
people, but not the policies of the Israeli government. The gracious hospitality and warmth provided by his 
large family was truly a gift. Spending the evening sleeping in a totally Palestinian village in Israel was quite an 
experience. Meeting Palestinian adults and kids as the beautiful and gracious people they are taught me much 
about their culture. The following morning at my Palestinian friend¹s home and with his extended family we 
had a very engaged dialogue with five Israeli friends who joined us at different points. The yearning for peace 
by all present was clearly communicated and the love and respect for all people in the region was embraced. 
Yet, the differing narratives and perceptions of historical events continued to often clash. It is as though a 
different set of glasses offers each side a different view of what has happened over time. Still, this engaged 
dialogue ended in a strong spirit of tolerance and love for each other, as well as glimmers of hope that someday 
the political leadership of their communities will find a lasting pathway to co-existence, tolerance, and even 
compassion for all those who have endured the enormous suffering on both sides.  

The numerous Palestinian people who I met are people like us. People who care about their families, love their 
children, care for each other, experience many of the same routine daily activities we do, are exceptionally 
gracious hosts to quests, and yearn for a better future, without violence and endless suffering. The pathway to 
dialogue and peacebuilding must be grounded in the reality of Israelis and Palestinians experiencing each other 
as the beautiful people they are, not as individuals or governments that commit terrorist acts that violate human 
rights and international law.  
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